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FOREWORD 


A. STANDARD MAPS. 

For strategical considerations and spellings of names two British map series were chosen as principal base maps 
in this study: the 4088 Series, scale 1/250,000, published in 1940, for the area south of the latitude of Sofiya; and 
the 4072 Series/ scale 1/500,000, published in 1940, for the area north of the latitude of Sofiya. Both series were 
reprinted by the U. S. Army Map Service. 

The third basic map series is the set of hydrographic charts, composed of two British Admiralty charts (Nos. 
2230 and 2399) and one U. S. Hydrographic Office chart (No. 4196). The two .British charts were reprinted in 1941 
as Emergency Reproductions by the U. S. Hydrographic Office. The U. S. H. O. chart was published in 1929. 

B. STANDARDIZATION OF SPELLINGS OF NAMES. 

With few exceptions, the spellings of names given on the maps of these three series have been used throughout 
JANIS No. 38. Such exceptions are noted at the beginning of each chapter. In many cases, the spelling of a name 
varies on the three standard series. These variants and the standard series on which they are used, and other important 
variants, are listed and cross-referenced in Appendix I. 

The spellings of names which do not appear on the standard maps are given in the Romanized Bulgarian form . 
These spellings and the most important variants are also listed and cross-referenced in Appendix I. 

C. THE BULGARIAN LANGUAGE. 

i 

(l) General. The Bulgarian language is written in the Cyrillic alphabet. The characters are similar to the Russian 
except that H, LI, 3, 0 and V are omitted, and K and i-£C are added. The spoken language has two major dialects, an 
Eastern and a Western, and additional minor dialects which complicate the pronunciation of Bulgarian nomenclature. 

The Bulgarian Cyrillic characters T> and h are omitted in transliteration at the end of the word. These two char- 
acters and 3K are indiscriminately written within a word by the Bulgarians for several sounds, especially for a sound 
approaching u in to. Most map series transliterate 1>, h and within a word as i or e, or omit them entirely. They 
are not taken into account in the remarks on pronunciation where i and e are explained. 

The Roman characters and digraphs herein used, in the transliteration of the Bulgarian alphabet and their approx- 
imate pronunciations are as follows : 

a a)in father 

dzh j in judge 

e e in met but sometimes ye as in yet at the beginning 

of a word or syllable 

g g in 

kh ch in German ach 

i i in machine 

o o in or 

r r distinctly rolled with the tip of the tongue 

s s in set, never as s in rose 

sht sh and t 

ts ts in nets 

u u in rule 

yu like the word yew 

ya lik zyah 

zh 2 in azure, but sh at the end of a word 
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In addition b, ch, d, f, k, 1, m, n, p, sh, t, v, z are pronounced 
as in English. But at the end of a word, d is pronounced as t, v as 
f, and 2 as s. 

(2) Nomenclature Evaluation of Maps. 

(a) G.S., G.S. 4088 Series; 1/250,000. This series is the best of the map sources for nomenclature. The relatively 
large scale adds to the series’ value. However, different transliteration systems were applied to^different names on 
sheets, often without consistency; shch is sometimes used fojr sht, ye for e, and ii for final i. For example, Pana- 
gyurishche for Panagyurishte, Yemina for Emina, and Kharnfanlii for Kharmanli. 

( b ) G.S., G.S. 4072 Series; 1/500,000. The series is a fair source for nomenclature. Coverage of the country is 
complete. The number of names is not large in relation to the $cale. Some typographical errors are present. The same 
caution should be exercised for transliteration differences as on the 4088 Series; shch often appears for sht, ii for 
final i, and h for kh. 

(c) B.A. and U S. H. 0. Hydrographic Charts; various scales. The original British Admiralty charts (Nos. 2230 and 
2399) were published in 1854 and 1855 and revised editions were printed in 1941 as emergency reproductions by the 
U. S. Hydrographic Office. The U. S. Hydrographic Office chart (No. 4196) was published in 1929. On all three the 
nomenclature is not reliable as names are commonly in Turkish or Greek. 

(d) Karta Automobilskih, Kraljenina Jugoslavia; 1/600,000. The map has no publication date. It covers only 
western Bulgaria and does not contain many names but it is a dependable source. Croatian spellings of names are 
used in Bulgarian and Yugoslavian territory. Transliteration variations from those used herein are: c for ts, s for sh, 
h for kh, 2 for 2 I 1 , and j for y. For example, Strumica for Strumitsa, Vitosa for Vicosha, Golem Vrh for Golem Vrkh, 
Knezeno for Knezheno, and Sofija for Sofiya. 

( e ) Service Topographique des A. A.O.; 1/200,000. The map was published about 1918. It has a large number of 
names and is legible. Locations of the names are very reliable but typically French spellings are used. Some trans- 
literation variations from those used herein are: Doupnitza for Dupnitsa, Tchouka for Chuka, Ihtiman for Ikhtiman, 
and Djoumaya for Dzhumaya. 

(/) Institutul Geografic Militar, Bucuresti; 1/500,000. The map was published in 1937 and covers the northern half 
of the country. It is detailed and is generally reliable for nomenclature. Exceptions are transliteration differences 
arising from Rumanian interpretation of Bulgarian names; c is sometimes used for k, c for ch, c for ts, j for y, z for 
zh, and s for sh. For example: Sveti Nicola for Sveti Nikola, Cbrni for Cherni, Grivica for Grivitsa, Luda Jana for 
Luda Yana, Pazardzik for Pazardshik, and Sipka for Shipka. 

(g) Karta na Bulgariya; 1/40,000. The map was published from 1902 to 1921 and covers all of north central 
Bulgaria. Names are in Cyrillic, the map is official and is the best for nomenclature that is published in Bulgaria. 

D. NUMBERING SYSTEM. 

All pages, tables, figures, illustrations, and plans are numbered consecutively according to the chapter wherein 
they are contained. For example, Table IV - 21 is the 21st table in Chapter IV and Plan VII - 2 is the second plan 
(oversize map) for Chapter VII. 

E. CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The Joint Intelligence Study Publishing Board will welcome suggestions and recommendations from the users 
of this study. Officers and others who are familiar with the area covered are invited to submit corrections 
and additions. 

JOINT INTELLIGENCE STUDY PUBLISHING BOARD, 
3806 Munitions Building, 

Washington, D.C. 
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